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Abstract
The title of this essay is "the Portrayal of Gender Bodies in Jorge Amado." It has the principal objective of evaluating the representation of the female main character and her interrelationships and involvement with the male characters in the novel Dona Flor e os Seus Dois Maridos.  Through textual analysis and aspects of feminism theory (Gender binary system and identity), attention will be focussed on how Jorge Amado, contrary to the views of some critics and scholars who considered him a misogynist, highlighted and emphasised the roles and condition of being a woman not as submissive but as a stakeholder in her self-determination and realisation.
 KEYWORDS:  Gendered binary and identity, Bahia‘s social-cultural diversity, patriarchalism,   female and female characters, love triangle

1.0	Preamble:
Wives, be subject to your husbands, as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, just as Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Saviour. Just as the church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands (Ephesians 5.22-24)
Women have been in a state of dormancy for several generations, accepting this kind of dependence and subordination. In this regard, Simone Beauvoir (1993) emphasises, that women and men have never shared the world on equal terms. Their fight, initially, was sparse; starting with small revolts to express their opinions on their oppressive and subjugated situation and at the same time, fight for their rights. But in today's society, modern women are fully aware of their potential and rights and consequently begin to show great interest in valuing and improving their conditions and rights as citizens, mothers, wives, children, leaders, followers and workers.  There is no doubt that they suffered double prejudices: biological, due to differences between the sexes, the greatest of which is motherhood, and the social, in which female efforts were regarded as mediocre and substandard to that of male, and, therefore, of lesser value  Boudreau, et.al (1986). Women were treated as mere objects of procreation and considered the property of men, to whom they owed obedience and subservience.  In the course of time, this led to the emergence and formation of various agitators and feminist movements all over the world re-vindicating liberty, freedom and equal rights for women.   These fights are categorised in different phases – from the first, second to third waves of feminist struggles aimed to raise awareness on their plight, proffer possible solutions, demand for equal treatment and recognition in private and public environments as well as reject all forms of discrimination in all ramifications.  Through their activities, they have been able to influence different societal attitudes, and traditional practices as well as made positive impacts on individuals, societies and government attitudes towards women.  
In literature, the story is also similar because women have been subjected to different forms of abuse, humiliations and maltreatment.  Various historical and literary texts like A condição feminina no Rio de Janeiro, século XIX: Antologia de textos de viajantes estrangeiros by Leite, Míriam Moreira (1984)  and História das Mulheres no Brasil organied by DEL PRIORE, Mary (org. 1997) as well as debates and investigations on the socio-cultural, economic, historical and political participations and depictions of women in Brazilian literature, history and society are useful to stress our point of views.   The black feminine figures have been depicted negatively since the inception of Brazilian literature.  Three of such depictions are: (i) as a loving mother who takes care of her children, (ii) as a ugly maid and (iii) lascivious, immoral, lecherous and randy mulata who seduced their innocent Masters ERROT, Michelle. (1995). Consequently, most Afro-Brazilian writers took it upon themselves to rewrite their stories.  One of such is   Jorge Amado, who through his works, promotes African traditional beliefs and religion and serves as spoke spokesperson for his people.  So this essay will use Jorge Amado’s Dona Flor and her two husbands to represent and project the image of women in Brazilian literature. 
Comparing and contrasting the terms woman, man, feminine, masculine, masculinity and femininity will be ideal for the theoretical basis for this article. Woman refers to the condition of being considered, referred or identified as an individual adult woman and as a female sexual gender, the same being true for men.  The essay will base its understanding of the terms feminine and masculine on the ideas proposed by Julia Kristeva (1974) Da Mata (1983), (Oyeronke) and  Luce Irigaray (1975) and Hélène Cixious (1976, which posited that men can have a feminine discourse and the woman a masculine discourse. The term masculine denotes some characteristics, qualities, mannerisms, behaviours, and roles that are linked to man.  Some of these features are power, firmness, and headship in most patriarchal-dominated societies like that of Nigeria and Brazil whereas the term feminine is demonstrated through some characteristics, qualities, mannerisms, behaviours, and roles that are associated with women.  A few of these features are nurturing, empathy, and grace – nourishing, sustenance, compassion, sympathy, and refinement.  These features vary across time and cultures, as well as differ from one society to another.  The examination of these two concepts will help to evaluate how they are linked and interrelated within the disparity of the dynamics of the power structures, which leads to favouritism of the masculine power and marginalisation of the feminine rights.  This will enable us to demonstrate and explore the intersection of gender with class and sexuality as well as shape our ideas and experiences regarding the subject. Finally, it demonstrates and stresses that gender roles evolve culturally and historically thereby providing adequate knowledge of their evolutions.
The title of the essay, which is divided into four major parts is, “the portrayal of gender bodies in Jorge Amado’s Dona Flor and Her Two Husbands”.  It has the major objective of examining the depiction of the major female character and her interaction with other characters in the novel.    Firstly, it situates the history, situations and roles of women in the Brazilian patriarchal-dominated world where women are oppressed and considered second-class citizens, and women are making efforts to the yoke of the inferiority complex and oppression. The second part which is the theoretical aspect of the essay will brief critiques on the sex/gender distinction, it will define gender identity, pinpoint different types of gender identity, and how they exist in different ranges, their importance and possible limitations.  The third is the introduction of Jorge Leal Amado de Faria, as the representative of Afro-Brazilian, his region and modernist Brazilian literature. Fourthly, the novel, Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos will be introduced to the reader and the fifth is a historical portrayal of Dona Flor’s life and how this projects the role of female character in the novel.
1.1	Situating women in men’s dominated Brazilian world
 The oppression and subjugation of women are as old as history in which men as the dominant force and in their roles as fathers, husbands, uncles, brothers, and teachers, among others, seek to subject women to second-class roles through the imposition of different obnoxious socio-cultural norms and traditional practices promoted by the patriarchal authority to dominate women. Sardenberg And Costa, 1994, p. 81) consider this form of subordination as the first form of human oppression in the history of human existence. Coletivo Ronda de Adbogados (2008) stressed that Latin American women suffer three forms of exploitation: (i) for being part of people or countries that are exploited by rich and developed countries; (ii) being that is being exploited occupationally, economically, politically and socially in private and public which subject her to different form of inhuman treatments and (iii), As a being that suffers within the family and domestic sphere – where she suffers different forms of abuse, maltreatment, violence, abandonment and murder.
.   Despite this, Brazilian women have struggled throughout history to get their space, even though they live in a paternalistic, prejudiced and discriminatory society. In the colonial period, women were prohibited from attending school or having access to formal education: They were trained for a secluded life, with primary duties to take care of the house, children and husbands. Additionally, they were “objectified” Gervais, S. J., (2012)  and Graff, K., (2012) as they were considered commodities (as slaves).  This can be seen from two dimensions:  (i). They were considered as properties of their fathers, who arranged their hands in marriage, as if they were commercial transactions; and (ii) the husband expected his wife to be a good housewife, child bearers and good mother, without knowledge and culture, so that she would not go against his instructions nor demand for her right.  Folador 2009 affirmed that during the colonial period in the Brazilian society, women have been forced to be submissive, modest and docile. These requirements led to the formation of a stereotype that relegated the female sex to the home environment, where her task would be to take care of the house, the children and the husband, and, always being totally submissive to him. (Folador, 2009, p.8)
The arrival of the Portuguese Royal family in Brazil on 29th November, 1807 had a considerable positive changes in the condition, situation and roles attributed to women as them began to carry-out certain duties to support their family.   During this period, they began to enjoy certain rights such as right to education, which was limited to elite women, who still had limited opportunities as well as suffered discrimination because of their sex.  (HAHNER, June E. (1996). According to SAFFIOTI (2006), Amélia de Freitas, the first woman, who contested for a seat, Brazilian Academy of Letters was roundly defeated due to prejudices and discrimination against women during this period.  Rago (2006) informs that this type of prejudice and discrimination against women is justified by some philosophers and scientists who believe that women’s participation in public life is considered incompatible with their biological features and ways of life (irrational, childish).  
It was not until the mid-twentieth century that women started demanding their right and their emancipation.  In 1932 women were allowed to vote and to be voted for.  So in 1935, the nomination and election of Carlota Queiroz as the first female Member of Parliament stands out as a symbol of women’s achievement in the sociocultural, economic and political history of Brazil. However, despite this “positive” behavioural change, women still suffer from the yoke of patriarchal discriminatory and sexist behaviours privately at home and in society.   Despite all these problems faced by women, today we are experiencing a silent revolution, which can be seen in colleges. In all undergraduate, specialization, doctoral and post-doctoral courses, women predominate. Women, in addition to being the majority, are also the most assiduous, punctual and much more disciplined to study. If things continue like this, we will certainly have a future of many achievements and victories for both sexes.

1.2	THEORESING GENDER IDENTITIES AND GENDER BINARY SYSTEM
In this section of the essay, an attempt will be made to define gender identity, pinpoints different types of gender identity, how they exist in different ranges, their importance and possible limitations. 
Gender binary is a scheme, process or method used for the classification of gender into two DISTINCT categories of male and female or masculine and feminine.  This system groups sex and gender into a pair of opposites, which are linked to social practices, culture, religion “and biological characteristics.
Different societies have various ways of expressing gender Identity beyond the male and female categories.  Oyeronke ( 222(222), Mata, .  And, since last century of the second millennium, it becomes prominent area of discussions and counter discussion among feminists and social activists, sociologist, psychologists,, among others, who explore its  nature and developments Bukatko D, Daehler MW (2004).   Nowadays, it continues to develop, gaining popularity in the circle and mist of diverse identities. Hine FR et.al 2012.
The concept of gender identity has different meanings to different people depending on their discernments, insights, and opinions regarding this concept. To a layman, the term is the way and manner in which an individual feels or identifies themselves, whether as man or woman, both, neither or any other designation along that range (or somewhere in-between). In other words, it is an individual’s internal experience.  This ideology which cut across cultural practices and epochs came into being in the early 1960s to describe an individual “inner sense of belonging to a group of man or woman.  Much later, it covers individuals who see themselves from other perspectives.   All in all, it denotes an individual sense and understanding of his/her gender, irrespective of the sex assigned to him at birth.  According to some schools of thought, it is a fallacy to regard or classify individual based on their way of dressing, roles and genitalia.  Over the years, gender identity has been evolving and can be classified into two basic groups:  Cisgender and Transgender.   According to Butler, J. (2004) and Fausto-Sterling, A. (2000) genetic factors establish or delineate an individual’s sex while gender describes how they identify themselves. The following Cisgender, Omnigender, Polygender, transgender, male, female, agender, pangender, gender neutral, nonbinary, and gender-fluid are examples of gender identity. Gender identity doesn’t necessarily need to be fixed because it can be determined by a person.  Exponents of this school of thought regard binary gender as important veritable tools for system classification.  On the other hand, detractors of this consider it as discriminative against those who regard themselves as transgender  - a group of individuals who identify, experience and voluntarily accept to be a different gender than the one they are born with or given at birth.  This group of people doesn’t consider themselves male or female.  They use different adjectives to qualify themselves as well as modify their appearance through surgery, actions and comportments, and style of dressing so as to feel among the gender that they identify with.   To other critics, the binary gender system is deleterious and unfavourable toward cissexual (individuals who feel comfortable with the physical characteristics of the sex  that was assigned to them at birth and/or whose gender identity matches with the sex status assigned to them at birth)  for example, identifying as female and having (been born with) female genitalia.   
Intersectional feminist Intellectuals and researchers like Carbado et.al (2013) believe that a binary system of gender was prescribed and imposed as a ploy to perpetrate and uphold patriarchal authoritarian rules Narayan, Yasmeen (2018).  Critics of this system opined that biological sex and gender are dis-similar because sex is closely related to biological and chromosomal variances between males, females and intersex people and gender is a consequence of sociocultural socialisation Darling et.al 2021.  
Diverse criticisms on the difference and categorisation of sex/gender have challenged the capacity, practicality and sustainability of women as a group.  As a movement that wishes to put a total stop to patriarchal oppression and subjugation of members who are regarded as second-class citizens, feminism has gone a long way in its fight for re-vindication of its rights and freedom.   The question however is: is their objective tenable if these feminists are of the view that gender construction is uneven that the differences between biological sex and social gender are irrelevant or false, and that some characteristics related to/with women are important to determine womanliness, which are not individually nor collectively satisfactory? To be a truly broad and inclusive movement, feminists should be weary of proffering commonalities which may inhibit significant ways that differentiate them from others by dealing with and resolving cultural and social differences in gender construction. In this regard, Linda Alcoff (2006) opined feminist grounds should “aim to speak in one voice and make political demands in the name of women as a united body, at the same time rejecting the idea that there is a unified category of women” (2006, 152).  Young 1997; Stone 2004, Heyes 2000 and Zack 2005, unnecessary divisions or discrimination among women can be socially and politically problematic because –racially, black women are different from white women although these two groups are also different from each other social and economic status, ethnicity,  nationality, religious belief, nationality and sexual orientation.  These points make it impossible to respond actively to resolve the yoke of patriarchal oppression of women in general.   Young however believes that if this is not done, it will be impossible to theorise subjugation and oppression as a “systematic, structured, institutional process” (1997, 17). The possible solution to this problem was professed by Elizabeth Barnes (2020) who suggested the employment of a “broad and comprehensive notion of gender which is different from others. According to Elizabeth Barnes philosophical theories of gender aim to offer an explanation of the essence and experience of being a man or a woman, on the presumption that it will offer the needed conditions of being a woman.  She concluded that it would be foolhardy to think that theories of gender will affect it.
The system of gender binary is important because it is embedded and entrenched in the ways of life and cultural practices of diverse communities. It not only helps to determine the conception and understanding of masculinity and femininity but also influences different aspects of our quotidian existence and social interaction and interrelationship.  Nevertheless, this grouping and categorisation doesn’t recognise the diversity and complexity of identity along the binary range.  Not long ago, critics started acknowledging other forms of non-binary identities which defy the binary conception of gender because these persons do not regard themselves as man or woman or the sex they are linked with at birth. 
To conclude this theoretical part of the essay, I posit that, despite the fact that it is profoundly embedded in the societies, binary gender fails to incorporate gender diversity over or outside the binary ranges.  Accepting gender diversity will go a long way in the promotion of inclusiveness and equity in society.  
1.3	Jorge Leal Amado de Faria - representative of afro-Brazilian, regional and modernist Brazilian literature
Jorge Leal Amado de Faria, popularly known as Jorge Amado, was a journalist and one of the greatest representatives of Afro-Brazilian and modernist Brazilian literature.  His literary works are marked by regionalism, social denouncement, development of afro-Brazilian writings and, projection and promotion of afro-Brazilian religion and socio-cultural heritages.  He was born on August 10, 1912, in the district of Ferradas, Itabuna, located in the southern part of Bahia, Brazil. He was the son of a Cocoa farmer, João Amado de Faria and Eulália Leal. He spent his childhood in Ilhéus and later moved to Salvador, where he studied at Antônio Vieira Boarding School, founded and administered by Jesuit priests.
From his tender age, he became involved in literary activities as he began to write for the newspaper: “Diário da Bahia”. He founded the “Academia dos Rebeldes”, a group of young artists committed to renewing Bahian literature. In 1931, while in Rio de Janeiro, he published his first novel titled “O País do Carnaval”, which was defined and categorised as “the north-eastern regional novel”, at the age of 19. Two years later, he married Matilde Garcia Rosa with whom he had a daughter. In 1935, he received a Bachelor of Laws from the Faculty of Law in Rio de Janeiro. Because of his socialist and communist ideals, he was arrested and detained twice by the government in power.  Because he felt unsaved, he went on self-exile to different countries: Argentina, Uruguay, France and the Czech Republic.  After returning to Brazil, he separated from Matilde, his first wife due to irreconcilable personal differences.  In 1945, he became a Federal Deputy of the Brazilian Communist Party (PCB). As a politician, Jorge Amado fought for religious freedom, at the Brazilian National Assembly, he proposed different ideas (Law) for the protection of individual rights and liberty, to guarantee the right to freedom of religious worship, protection of writers through copyright laws;  some of these laws are still in force till today in Brazil. 
In 1945, he remarried for the second time to Zelia Gattai who is also a writer and the marriage was blessed with two children.  In 1955, he moved away from political militancy and dedicated himself exclusively to writing.  He later became the fifth chairperson and president of the Brazilian Academy of Letters in 1961.  During his lifetime, he received several awards, especially, the “Prêmio Camões” (1994) and the “Prêmio Jabuti”, which he won twice (1959 and 1995). He died in the capital of Bahia, Salvador, on August 6, 2001, aged 89.
His literary life
Jorge Amado wrote and published vast numbers of literary works - among which are novels, poetries, short stories, chronicles, plays, and children's literary texts.  Most of these works were translated into different languages, making him a world-renowned writer. Some of the novels published are - O País do Carnaval (1930), Cacau (1933), Suor (1934). Jubiabá (1935). Mar morto (1936). Capitães da areia (1937), Terras do Sem-Fim (1943), São Jorge dos Ilhéus (1944), Seara vermelha (1946), Os subterrâneos da liberdade (1954), Gabriela, cravo e canela (1958), A morte e a morte de Quincas Berro d'Água (1961). O Compadre de Ogum (1964), Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos (1966), Tenda dos milagres (1969), Teresa Batista cansada de guerra (1972), Tieta do Agreste (1977), Farda, fardão, camisola de dormir (1979), Tocaia grande (1984), O sumiço da santa, romance (1988), A descoberta da América pelos turcos (1994).  The children’s literary texts published are - O gato Malhado e a andorinha Sinhá (1976) and A bola e o goleiro (1984).  Additionally, he also wrotes Biographies and Memoirs, some of which are  : ABC de Castro Alves (1941)  , O cavaleiro da esperança (1942), O menino grapiúna (1982)  amd Navegação de cabotagem (1992).  Other literary works they were written and published by the author are : A estrada do mar, poesia (1938)  , Bahia de Todos os Santos, guia (1945) , O amor do soldado, teatro (1947) , O mundo da paz, viagens (1951), Do recente milagre dos pássaros, contos (1979),  O milagre dos pássaros, fábula (1997), Hora da Guerra, crônicas (2008),  among others. 
Characteristics of Jorge Amado's work
Jorge Amado was a writer from the 1930s generation of Brazilian modernism. His works, therefore, have a regionalist or neo-regionalist character, as they have a different perspective to romantic regionalism since the 1930 novel does not resort to any kind of idealisation. As afro-Brazilian writer who belonged to 1930s generation of Brazilian modernism, his works have some of the following features - As afro-Brazilian writer who belonged to 1930s generation of Brazilian modernism, his works have some of the following features: Socio-political criticism; Fight against authoritarianism; - Realism or neo-realism; - Political engagement; - Anti-romanticism; - Partial point of view; - Regionalism or neo-regionalism;  Valorisation of narrative space; - Determinism; - Simple language- Dynamic narrative;  Ideological character.  His works are regional because it  - Thus, the author's works are realist or neorealist, modernist narrators of literary texts are usually partial, unlike narrators of 19th-century realism. Additionally, his political commitments and engagements serve as influencing factors in his socio-cultural and political criticisms aimed to fight against bad leadership, socio and political inequalities and oppressions, and above all, his desire to turn his society into a better place to live. 
Jorge Amado's vast literary output can be characterised as regionalist and realist. Regionalist, because most of his characters and stories (maritime, rural or urban - and their customs, characters of sailors, fishermen, artists, labourers, farmers, prostitutes) were set in Salvador, Bahia, North-eastern region of Brazil.  In an interview with the press in 1992, Jorge Amado stresses the importance of Bahia in the propagation and development of Brazil and the Afro-Brazilian religions and socio-cultural practices.  He emphatically stressed that the Brazilian cultures are derived from the mixture of blood, races and cultures, miscegenation and syncretism".  Being an attentive and careful observer of reality, he is considered to be a realist, who is incapable of writing what he hasn’t lived.  So, his realism involves syncretism and mysticism, which serve as the basis for the mythical-folkloric dimension of human experience.   The author is considered to be one of the exponents of the second generation of Brazilian modernism, a literary period in which the regionalist novel flourished and in which the authors returned to the 19th-century way of composing realism in the light of new modern conceptions. The language of Jorge Amado's works is simple, direct and popular. His characters also come from the lower classes - especially the poorest. The style of the narratives has anecdotal, adventurous and also erotic overtones.
Jorge Amado has been described and considered a misogynist writer due to the negative and derogative ways he presented women in some of his works like Tenda dos milagres, Tereza Batista cansada de Guerra (1972) and  Tieta do Agreste: pastora de cabras (1977).  He was highly criticised by feminist writers, researchers and academicians in conferences and academic workshops who denounced the portrayal of women characters as second-class and subordinate personalities who were sex objects, cooks, desperate thieves, mothers, and wives who depended on men for their orientation and survival

Dona Flor’s history in five phases
Dona Flor’s history can be viewed from five different phases.  The first was the period of her widowhood when she lost her husband to the cold hands of death when they were celebrating and enjoying the carnival festivity.  This period shed light on the life and personality of Vadinho.  The second phase was a flashback which depicted the initial, present and past worrisome amorous relationship between Vadinho/Flor.  Vadinho is portrayed as a vagabond womaniser and night-crawler who violently abuses his wife physically and emotionally.  In spite of this aggression, Dona Flor proved to be a loyal and adorable wife. The third phase of her story was when she was able to overcome a mournful period to start a new life with the help of her friend.  She eventually met with the pharmacist Teodoro with whom she has a second marriage after a brief period of courtship under a peaceful and loving condition.  The fourth phase vividly shows the reader's marriage relationship between Dona Flor and her new husband, Teodoro, who happens to be an honest, easy-going, loving and disciplined man. Despite the love  and peace enjoyed, Dona Flor feels incomplete, so she continuously thinks about Vadinho and desires him because she feels bored because of the calm and gentle nature of her present husband. In the final phase of the story, the readers are surprised by the appearance of Vadinho’s ghost in bed with Dona Flor.  He tried to seduce her using different tricks for some days but after a period of insistence, she accepted and they started enjoying themselves. To preserve her honour, Dona Flor asks her comrade Dionysia to order a spell for the first husband to return to the world of the dead. When Vadinho disappears, she repents and appeals to the orixás so that he stays. She goes on to live happily, then, with her two husbands.
  1.4	An insightful examination of Jorge Amado’s Dona Flor e Seus dois Marido
Jorge Amado wrote "Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos" in the mid-1960s. The book, which was published in 1966, was considered one of the best-known novels written by the Bahian writer, both nationally and internationally, the story of Florípedes who enjoys life with her two husbands, (one in spirit and the other in flesh and blood), was later adapted to cinema, theatre and television with great success. The story, which was set in Salvador in the 1940s, focuses on the daily life of the Bahians and its capital with realism by informing the readers of the bohemian night of the casinos, brothels, city's bars, habits and domestic lives of the rich and poor Bahians families as well as their beliefs, prejudices and religious practices.
 	The novel narrates the drama of Florípedes, a young sensual woman of rare beauty from Bahia, who owns and teaches in a catering school named “Sabor e Arte".. This young woman, who had been married for seven years, lost Vadinho, her irresponsible husband during the Carnival and she consequently becomes a widow. Despite being a married man, he continues to live the life of an irresponsible person. Vadinho was a rascal who spent most of his time gambling, drinking and womanising.  He lived as a vagabond and as such, his wife is forced to accept her husband’s unfaithfulness and unruly ways of life of night-clubbing, and sleeping around among others.   Vadinho lived exclusively womanising and passing time with his friends. Despite this, Dona Flor continues to love him passionately not only because of his sexual capacity in bed but also because of the agonising moments of agony and loneliness she experienced when he intentionally abandoned her at home at night to spend time with his friends and lovers.  
She became emotionally traumatised because of her husband’s sudden and unexpected death.  Despite the ill-treatment she suffered from Vadinho's maltreatment, Dona Flor continued to be in love with him. With the desire to forget the past and start a new life, after the period of mourning, she became engaged and married for the second time. The name of the new husband was Teodoro, a pharmacist, a rich and responsible man who is highly regarded and respected because of his good qualities. He was the opposite of Vadinho because he was committed, faithful, caring, methodical, hardworking, enthusiastically in love and generous to his wife. His behaviour and ways of being brought her a peaceful and harmonious life, which she had always dreamed of. However, Dona Flor missed Vadinho's passion and roguish ways. Mostly, she missed his body’s warmness and the endless physical, psychological and sexual abuse she suffered from her first husband. Faced with the despair provoked by nostalgia, Dona Flor desired the return of the deceased which later became a reality.  
However, his return caused chaos in her life because she was the only person who was able to see and talk to him.  The first husband starts throwing himself on the former wife's body, wanting to have sex with her all the time, like in the old days. Being an honourable and faithful woman to Teodoro, Dona Flor refuses despite being torn between carnal desires and social obligations. "Dona Flor e Seus Dois Maridos" narrates the drama of a woman in love with two men, both her husbands, with opposite characteristics from one another. While the first is dead, but a voracious sexual predator and a born flirt, the second is disciplined, honourable, but boring. The question at stake now is: who is she going to choose between the two husbands? Will she stay with Teodoro, her present husband or fall in the arms of the rascal Vadinho, her first husband? 
The title plays an important role in providing information about the content as well as presenting the central ideas of the novel, (which is principally to convey a message or impact knowledge to the public reader). – it has a concise title ( Dona Flor and Seus Dois Maridos) which grabs the attention of the readers and accurately gives a clue of what to expect, thereby stimulating the reader by making them be curious.  The title of the novel Dona Flor e os seus dois maridos is very significant because it helps to identify the novel as well as place it in context.   If one elucidates the significance of the title of this novel “Dona Flor e os seus dois maridos” there are two points to take into consideration:  Dona Flor (a woman/wife) and the others “seus dois maridos (her two husbands).  Since the title is compelling, enchanting, and captivating, it encourages the readers to want to know more about the story.  The author can achieve his objectives by compelling and motivating the public readers to read appropriately, assiduously and enthusiastically with an open mind about what the writer has in stock for them.   Based on the title of the story – it is easier to understand the attribution of power to Dona Flor within a culture of male dominance. The woman in the story is beautiful, and intelligent knows what she wants and takes the initiative to achieve the said objective.  Amado creatively built her profile taking into account the culture, values and traditions of the period.  He conceptually links her ways of being to feminist ideologies by ensuring that she is not subjugated nor subjected to indignities and at the same time, makes her achieve her desire of having two husbands under the same roof.   Thus, one can say that, Dona Flor becomes an epitome and expression of femininity which is different from the Western Feminist liberation movement which fight for equality and independence from the masculine world.    (Tronto, 1997, p. 1989).

1.5 	Final Consideration
To conclude this essay and based on the analysis carried out in the course of this essay, it is crystal clear that Dona Flor's character stands out as larger than life due to the actions and qualities she displaced in Amado’s work.  Though, she may be controversial, daring and seductive.  The reflective question that is in the air now is: Who is Dona Flor in Jorge Amado’s novel?  From societal points, she is not only an adulteress but also a sinner – but in fact, is she a sinner and an adulteress – did she contravene any law of the land which made her a sinner?  
 Having found herself in a patriarchal dominated society where women are subjected to the ignominy and yoke of all forms of inferiority in all aspects, to survive Dona Flor had to act in line with the norms and traditions by following the stipulated pattern of a well-behaved and obedient woman who worked at home to serve the whims and caprices of her irresponsible husband.  Because, as it was demonstrated in the novel, Florípedes as “a subject of ambiguous contours” must according to the text,  be a saint in the street and a “woman of life” in bed”, and at the same time the man  should defiles the woman - building a double prototype
The novel proves beyond reasonable doubt that the then-Brazilian society depicted by Jorge Amado has a prejudiced way of differentiating individuals: if a woman is lively, hard-working and outspoken – she is considered irresponsible but if she is homely, dependent and obedient, she is respected and considered as a responsible woman.  Dona Flor can carry these two roles effectively in the eyes of everyone in her vicinity who considers her an orderly, role-model, holy and upright woman
 Through Dona Flor’s personality and that of her husband, Jorge Amado was able to inform the readers of the bohemian night of the casinos, brothels, city's bars, habits and domestic lives of the rich and poor Bahians families as well as their beliefs, prejudices and religious practices.  Additionally, Jorge Amado uses Dona Flor to demonstrate the plights of women as well as their insatiable desire for freedom to fulfil their desires of being freed from the yoke of oppression and respect as a woman, wife, lover, sister, and daughter.  
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