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AFRICA VERSUS BRAZIL: THE ONE WAY TRAFFIC DEAL
Abstract
Slavery has a long history. It existed throughout the world since ancient times and in different forms. Traces of it are found both in the Bible and the Quran. The transatlantic slave trade to the new world was and remained the largest and unrivalled mass forced maritime transportation to the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. The Portuguese, in the 16th century, were the first to venture into this business followed by the Westerners. The first shipment of slaves in the world landed in Brazil in 1526 to fill the need for cheap labour to work in the sugar cane plantations. Unlike their Brazilians counterparts, the traffic between the West and Africa was a two way affair, although, both at the detriment of the continent. Cheap or free labour was exported to the West in exchange for expensive finished manufactured products. Today, Brazil is among the six emerging powers in the world; it has turned to a melting pot in terms of her population with strong religion and cultural practices entrenched in Africa. This paper try to examine how Africa can exploit her traditional affinity with Brazil to work her way out of underdevelopment. For this to become reality, there is need to work out strong exchange programmes geared towards transfer of technology with our Afro-Brazilian kit and kin.
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Introduction
Since the dawn of humanity, people have always felt the need to move from one place to another, from one country to another, from one continent to another. They moved sometimes for a short period of time, sometimes forever, sometimes individually, sometimes in groups. The International Organization for Migration (I.O.M.) defines migration on their website as “Any movement of people leaving their usual place of residence, either within the same country or across an international border.” These migrations took on very large proportions. In recent years, the migratory flow has increased considerably in many parts of the world. 
It is very important to note that migration has always been an experienced reality in Africa since the pre-colonial period through the trans-Sahara trade. African migratory movements have a long history marked by exploitation, war and European colonization of the continent. The history of African migration is unique because it is marked by particular foundations. The most famous African migration or the unprecedented mass movement of Africans to Western countries began with the slave trade.
During the 17th century, transatlantic trade was responsible for the forced migration of thousands of Africans to the Americas. It was the most important forced oceanic migration in the history of humanity. During this time, nearly 5 million African slaves were forced to set foot on American and Caribbean soils. Since then, the immigration of people of African origin to the West has evolved and increased. We can distinguish two types of migrations, namely: voluntary migration and forced migration. These migratory movements have led to the mixing of different peoples and this mixing has given rise to new cultures and new civilizations. For example, during the three centuries of slavery in America, Brazil was the largest importer of African slaves. A very important aspect of this meeting of diverse populations was the level of mixing, racial mixing and especially cultural exchange. A large number of Portuguese settlers came alone, it was common for them to unite with African or mixed-race women, hence this frequent racial mixing. This phenomenon has favored a certain cultural and religious syncretism in Brazil. Deities such as Ifa, Oshun, Orunmila, Ogun and many others occupy a prominent place in daily life in Brazil. Syncretism has favored a certain interference between African languages ​​and Portuguese. Brazilian Portuguese differs a little from that of Portugal. We find quite a few borrowings from the Yoruba language and Gun in Brazilian Portuguese, which testifies to the inevitable exchange that takes place when cultures meet. America is also known for its great ethnic diversity, the result of the mixing of people who come from several waves of immigration. First of all, there is colonization, since the discovery of the Americas at the end of the 15th century. European settlers saw the continent as a source of wealth to be exploited. They then resorted to slavery to work on the plantations. We can say that if the Africans of the slave trade were sent to American soil against their will, the fact remains that their very large number contributed to the explosion of the country's population. According to Frédéric Leriche, "from 1820 to 1914, the American population increased tenfold, going from 10 million to 100 million in less than a century" (59). This contact also favored an ethnic and cultural mix that gave the United States of America the well-known nickname of "Melting Pot" with the meeting and crossbreeding of Europeans and Africans.
We live in a time when millions of people wander the earth in search of better livelihoods. We are witnessing today a large-scale voluntary migration, even worrying due to the economic condition and the consequences of poor governance in African countries. It is however important to note that this West and Africa meeting has never been to the advantage of the black continent till date. It is therefore high time for the continent to look elsewhere for a better deal and Brazil seems to be a better option.

Slavery in Africa
The term slave has its origins in the word slav. The slavs, who populated a large part of Eastern Europe, were taken as slaves by the Muslims of Spain during the ninth century AD. A slave is a person who is considered the property of another person. He has no freedom; he is completely subject to his master and forced to provide unpaid labour to the family members of those who once enslaved him.
Slavery in Africa originated as the rewards of war and a punishment for criminals. People were not commonly born into slavery. Most of them were war captives considered as booty. Unlike in the Americas, slavery was not automatically passed from parents to children. People enslaved in African societies often gained freedom before the end of their lives; at times, they even became equal. Whereas those enslaved in African societies were still seen and valued as human beings in other climes, they are considered as properties or animals. 
Africa and Brazil 
Slavery stretches back to the roots of mankind varying in form, degree and severity throughout history, but none had ever been as oppressive as the European Slave Trade. Africans were forcibly transported to the America through the nefarious transatlantic trade. It was the most barbaric trade ever witness by mankind, where human beings were treated like animals by fellow human beings. Chattel slavery regards humans as “a moveable article of personal property,” like to a commodity to be used up or traded away. African people abducted by Europeans were considered “property [that] could be bought, sold, traded or inherited [as well as] abused, branded, bred, exploited or killed as their masters saw fit”(Fight Slavery Now, 2015.)
The triangular trade, three-legged economic model and trade route was established. The three markets among which the trade was conducted were Europe, western Africa, and the New World. Slaves were taken from Africa to the West where they work for free mostly in plantations. These raw materials were transformed into finished products and brought to Africa. This two way trade is at the detriment of Africa. In both situations the West fixes the price at which the raw material is bought and the price at which the finished items is disposed. Africa has no say in the whole deal; it’s pure exploitation at both ends. 
In the case of Africa with Brazil, Africa had nothing in return. It was a one way traffic, whereby Africans are forced out of their shores to labour in the plantations without no benefit to the mother land. The product of their toiling and suffering is transferred to Europe. Brazil did not, in return, establish any relation with Africa. It was just Africa servicing the West through Brazil.
Brazil and Africa
The 18th century Enlightenment with its new ideas of freedom and the industrial revolution prepared the ground for the abolition slave trade. The odious transatlantic slave trade was abolished in the United Kingdom in 1807 and a year later in the United States sequel to repeated rebellions and the quest for freedom from the slaves. Thousands of slaves gain freedom and were repatriated to Africa. Many were brought to West Africa along the coast in Lagos Island in Nigeria, Freetown in Sierra Leone, Monrovia in Liberia, and Ouida and Porto Novo in Benin of Republic. 
In Nigeria, on the Island, the Brazilian Returnees as they are popularly called played a major role in the transformation of the communities they met on ground. Many of them were artisans and put they skill into practice to earn a living. Most of them were regarded as belonging to the privileged class. They succeeded in impacting positively into the lives of lagosians, some became their apprentices. This idea is well spelt out in the words of Animashau “Consequently, they began to practice the trades which they had learnt while in the land of their captivity. Such trade included building, tailoring, carpentry and welding amongst others. These were soon emulated by the people of Lagos who came to acquire some of the traits in African-Brazilian life patterns.” (3) As posited by Smith, this interaction was not limited only to artisanal prowess; it cut across all sphere of the Lagosian life “Such acquired culture traits of African-Brazilian origin cut across different aspects of the people’s lifestyle. These include religion, music, dances, festivals and carnivals, social performances, dress modes, food types and their preparations as well as architectural designs (4).
The Brazilian elements in Lagos became a major economic force aside they artisanal skills some had a reasonable reading and writing abilities. Amosu explained that “those who could read and write became letter writers and some joined the colonial administration” (45)
The explanations of some Yoruba expression gathered from Smith emphasizes the influence and the changes brought about by the returnees. “Jaguda je Gbaguda Aguda.” The last three letters that form the phrase “guda” in the words “Jaguda,” “Gbaguda” and “Aguda” reveal the tongue twisting nature of this saying that came to render it popular among the people of Lagos. In the saying, “Jaguda,” which is one of the alternative words for “ole” (meaning “thief”), is said to have eaten the cassava (gbaguda) of the Aguda (the African-Brazilian). Some older members of the Lagos island community are of the belief that the word “jaguda” actually derived from the Yoruba expression “ja Aguda l’ole.” This simply means “stealing from the Aguda.” The saying also illustrates the elitist status that was believed to have been associated with the early African-Brazilians in Lagos State, a view that persists to date. Accordingly, there was indeed, the idea of superiority carriage attached to the character of the African-Brazilians, as they were deemed to be more enlightened than their counterparts that were not as exposed to European culture and other aspects of Western lifestyle. (7) He explained that “Aguda ko je l’abe Geesi, Owo l’o pa won po.” One of the notable explanations for this saying is founded on the realization that the African-Brazilians at the time of their return, had come to establish a form of economic independence with their respective artisan skills and merchandising prowess. (8)
Apart from being a major economic force, the returnees had hope of playing a major role in the politics sphere. Unfortunately, these Afro-Brazilians were not ready to change their way of life, they were not ready to reconcile with their origin. They opted to be a dominant group living apart among fellow blacks; a black bourgeoisie. This negative attitude towards the natives did not match the hospitality they enjoined. “In spite of their evident Negro origin, the Brazilians insisted on remaining apart and maintaining the language and tradition imposed on them in bondage” (Amosu, 48). 
The British colonial masters were not to tolerate rivalry with the new comers and worked towards breaking their influence and power as aptly put by Amosu 
Distrusted by British who were least inclined to have as partners a group so attached to the civilization of their rivals […] By refusing to embrace the more relevant aspects of British system which was to operate in Nigeria they created a gap in their artistic and economic fortune with the attendant political consequences (49)
This was how the seemingly second way traffic between Africa and Brazil was scuttled by colonisers for selfish reasons.
It is quite evident that, to some extent, Nigeria and most of the West African countries gained from the returnees’ experience and know how. There is still a lot that can be achieved through our affinity with Brazil beyond cultural and religious ties. As one of the emerging economies, Brazil, one the largest African diaspora, owe it as a duty to intervene in Africa by sharing its expertise and experience in areas such as agriculture, healthcare, infrastructure and knowledge transfer. Brazil is a major agricultural exporter and can share its knowledge and technologies with African countries, particularly in areas like improving yields, promoting sustainable farming practices, and adding value to agricultural products. In the healthcare sector, Brazil has made significant strides in combating diseases like AIDS and can share its expertise in healthcare infrastructure, drug production, and public health initiatives. Brazil can also help in upgrading African infrastructure through investments and exchange of programme in area such as roads, railways, and ports, to facilitate trade and economic growth. What Africa needs most is the transfer of knowledge, technologies, and skills through technical cooperation programmes. It is high time for Africa to evolve from her status of consumer economy to that of producing economy. 
Conclusion
The return of former slaves to Lagos Island contributed a lot in reshaping its cultural, economic and political sphere. The diaspora influence and legacy is highly visible. Africa has been for long considered as underdeveloped and the West prefer to keep exploiting her than help her develop. The Chinese are doing the same in a milder way. Africa can tap from her diaspora, import technology, and take full advantage of Brazil emerging potentialities by establishing closer ties with her. 
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